Supernova 1987A is the remnant of an exploded star located in the Large Magellanic Cloud (pictured), a dwarf galaxy some 49 kiloparsecs from Earth. New observations from the Herschel Space Observatory indicate that the explosion probably generated a mass of dust equivalent to 0.4-0.7 times the mass of the Sun.
Mikako Matsuura at University College London and her colleagues say that the vast amount of dust produced by 1987A lends support to the theory that supernovae generated much of the dust seen in distant galaxies. Switzerland and his colleagues tracked key molecular markers in embryos of the Iberian mole (Talpa occidentalis; pictured) and the North American least shrew (Cryptotis parva), a close relative that lacks the long, sickle-shaped bone. They found increased expression of Msx2, a gene that promotes digit development, in the area of the developing mole paw in which a wrist bone becomes elongated. The gene product was absent from this region in the shrew.
The pseudo-thumb is not technically a sixth digit, because it comes from a wrist bone, and develops later than the five true digits. 
